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Background Information:
Prior to 2009, all programs interested in offering a distance APRN program to AZ RNs were required to
submit a full application and self-study for Board approval consideration. In 2009, the AZ Board of Nursing
proposed and received approval to institute a streamlined approval process for out-of-state APRN programs
offering only clinicals in Arizona when the out-of-state school’s program is specifically approved by the
program’s home state Board of Nursing (not another non-nursing agency or accrediting organization).
This Advisory Opinion describes the conditions under which an out of state APRN program can be
approved. This is not a change in law or policy, but rather is guidance to assist out-of-state APRN programs
in understanding the expedited review process. All currently approved APRN Distance Programs are
published on the AZBN website: Education, “Nursing Programs Lists”.
NOTE: Before offering clinicals in Arizona, all out-of-state APRN programs must apply to the
AZBN for approval.
This Advisory Opinion does not apply to out-of-state prelicensure programs. For more information
regarding the requirements for prelicensure out-of-state programs, please see R4-19-217 (Rules of the
Arizona Board of Nursing at https://www.azbn.gov/education/nurse-practice-act)
I.

PURPOSE:
Clarification of requirements and the application process for out-of-state Advanced Practice
Registered Nursing (“APRN”) programs that intend to supervise clinical patient experiences for the
program’s APRN students in Arizona.
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II.

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS:
The Arizona Nurse Practice Act generally requires APRN programs operating in Arizona to be
approved by the Arizona State Board of Nursing (“Board”), as described in Arizona Revised Statutes
(“A.R.S.”) §32-1644 and Arizona Administrative Code (“A.A.C.”) Rule 4-19-501 – 504.

III.

APPROVAL OF OUT-OF-STATE APRN PROGRAMS TO PROVIDE ONLY
CLINICAL EXPERIENCES IN ARIZONA:
A.R.S. § 32-1631(7) allows out-of-state APRN programs from the general Board approval
requirement for “practice” by enrolled students under certain conditions:
A.R.S. § 32-1631. Acts and persons not affected by chapter
This chapter does not prohibit:
7. Registered nurse practitioner or clinical nurse specialist practice by duly enrolled students under
competent supervision as part of a registered nurse practitioner or clinical nurse specialist program
if the program is approved by a United States nursing regulatory agency in the state of the parent
institution and the student is authorized to practice registered nursing in this state.

ALL PROGRAMS MUST APPLY TO AZBN FOR APPROVAL PRIOR TO ALLOWING ANY STUDENTS
TO PARTICIPATE IN CLINICAL EXPERIENCES WITHIN ARIZONA.

Criteria for Out-of-State APRN Program Approval
1. The APRN program track (e.g. *FNP, Psychiatric CNS, etc.) has been specifically approved by the
school’s home state Board of Nursing and the school is in good standing. If the nursing school has
pending or actual action by its nursing regulator, it must reveal the circumstances in its documentation
for review by Board staff.
NOTE: If a program is approved by a home state regulatory body
other than the Board of Nursing (e.g. Board of Education), it is not
eligible for streamlined processing and must complete a self-study and
apply for full approval by the Arizona Board of Nursing.
*CRNA programs may provide proof of state BON, other state regulatory body or COA accreditation. If
only COA accreditation is available, include the most recent self-study provided to COA, COA response
and the last 3 years annual reports to COA.
2. The nursing school is nationally accredited in good standing or has achieved candidacy for national
accreditation by an approved national nursing accrediting agency (R4-19-101 & R4-19-502 [A.4]). If an
accredited nursing school has pending or actual compliance concerns by its accrediting agency, it must
reveal the circumstances in its documentation for review by Board staff.
3. The nursing school’s home institution is approved and in good standing by its home state regulatory
body as well as appropriately accredited and in good standing. If a nursing school’s home institution has
actual or pending action by a regulator or accreditor, it must reveal the circumstances in its
documentation for review by Board staff.
Director, Clinical Faculty, Preceptor and Student Requirements
1. Schools seeking approval to provide only clinical experiences in Arizona must validate that a.) the
Program Director, b.) Clinical Faculty, c.) Preceptors and d.) Students hold unencumbered AZ or MSL
RN license and AZ APRN certification as displayed in Table 1.
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*RN License

*AZ APRN
Certification

Program Dean
Program Director (R4-19-502, B.1)

N/A
AZ or MSL

N/A
AZ

Didactic faculty, Clinical Courses (e.g. "…includes a clinical
experience…") (R4-19-501)

AZ or MSL

AZ

N/A
AZ or MSL
*AZ Medical License
AZ or MSL

N/A
AZ
N/A
N/A

APRN Out-of-State Schools & Licensure/Certification

Didactic faculty, Non-Clinical Courses (e.g. theory or role course
such as leadership or education)
APRN Preceptor in AZ (R4-19-502, B.6.)
Physician Preceptor in AZ (R4-19-502, B.6.)
Student completing clinical in AZ (R4-19-502, A.6)
*must be unencumbered

2. Out-of-state schools providing students with clinical experiences in Arizona agree to maintain records
that track the licensure and certifications of the persons as listed above and also track the placement
of all students.
3. Further, these schools agree to provide data for an annual survey or, with reasonable notice, for audits.
This Advisory Opinion is consistent with historic and current practice in Arizona, which has been to permit
out-of-state APRN programs to conduct clinical patient care experiences in Arizona without
requiring full Board approval of the program under the conditions listed above.
The Board encourages any programs that have questions regarding these requirements to contact Board staff
for additional information. A staff directory is located at the Board’s website, www.azbn.gov, along
with a list of all approved programs.
IV.
REFERENCES
The Arizona Nurse Practice Act A.R.S. §§ 32-1601 – 1669 and specifically, A.R.S. §§ 32-1631(7) and R419-501-504.
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